
Since this is my first article for
The Journal I thought I’d start out
by explaining the lively world of
collecting casino memorabilia by
explaining just what that is. Gaming
Memorabilia range from A to Z,
although I am not certain there is an
item in every letter of the alphabet,
I am certain that if there is an item
as it relates to gaming-someone out
there is collecting it! 

I used to say if it had a casino
name on it, we collectors collected
it, but then I realized there is a
whole range of gaming items that
have no casino’s names attached to
them. There has been gaming pieces
or devices know to exist as far back
as dice found 6000 years ago! No casinos back then?
Nowadays collectors look for Gaming Memorabilia
that go back about 200 years give or take a few
decades! There are whole sets of chips made by
extremely wealthy early 20th century individuals
that played poker with them as they crisscrossed the
oceans in their private and very large yachts.

Most importantly we who collect these sort of
things do so because they represent a particular kind
of history. They represent the chances that we took
and still take in our daily lives. Subliminally as we
throw the dice, pull the lever on a slot machine,
turn the cards over we are imagining ourselves in

Monte Carlo, Monaco as they
opened the first casino in 1865 or as
a Riverboat Gambler in the 1840s
on the Mississippi living off their
winnings.  

No matter what the gambling
vehicle was someone, somewhere
was taking a chance and to the col-
lector we take a chance right along
with them as we search for the last
chip, the last pair of dice or the ear-
liest postcard to add to or complete
our collection.

As I continue to write these arti-
cles I will dwell on particular kinds
of Gaming Memorabilia and pro-
vide pictures of some of the
best of them. For right now

you just need to understand that it is for
many, perhaps not all, the search that drives
us to collect!

And, it turns out, that in many cases it’s
not a bad investment either! Although the
economy has softened the collectible market
and gaming is no exception, there continues
to be a growing body of evidence that collect-
ing Gaming Memorabilia provides a reward-
ing, frustrating and entertaining experience
for those that are willing to pursue it.

There are a number of local clubs that spe-
cialize in collecting Gaming Memorabilia, see

if there isn’t one near
you and of course the
national club, The
Casino Chip & Gaming
Token Collectors Club, Inc.-
say that three times fast!, holds a huge collectible
show every year in June in Las Vegas! Where else
would you hold that kind of show? They have a web
site with tons of useful information and member-
ship is indeed always welcome! www.ccgtcc.com.

Watch for my next column, and I will devote
itself to the beautiful chips that folks collect, from

early, early crest & seal chips
to today’s latest hot stamp
casino chip! Stay tuned!

Sheldon Smith is
the Vice-President
of the Casino
Chip & Gaming
Token Collectors
Club, Inc. and is the club’s
Publicity Director. He and his
wife Christine specialize in
collecting Nevada Casino’s $1
chips. They currently have
over 1400 of them!
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t the moment, this is the most expensive  
painting ever sold: The Card Players

by Paul Cezanne painted in 1892-93.
It was purchased in a private sale in 2011 by the
Royal Family of Qatar for between $250 million and
$300 million. (Since it was a private sale, the exact
amount is not known.) 

The Card Players is one of a series of five paintings
by Cezanne which all feature French card players
smoking pipes. The other four are in museums in
London, Paris, New York and Philadelphia. This is
the only one in private hands. 

Paul Cezanne was born on January 19, 1839 in
Aix-en-Provence in southern France. His father was a
banker, and after his primary and secondary educa-
tion, he sent his son to law school. Paul decided oth-
erwise and devoted himself to art. During his career,
Cezanne worked under the tutelage of the Neo-
Impressionist and Impressionist painter Camille
Pissaro. He also knew/painted with Claude Monet
and Pierre-Auguste Renoir. 

Cezanne died on October 22, 1906 of pneumo-
nia. A few days before, he spent two hours painting
in a downpour in a field. 

Just for curiosity’s sake, the other paintings in the
top five are: 

2. $140 million, in 2006: Jackson Pollock’s
Number 5, 1948, painted in 1948.

3. $137.5 million, in 2006: Willem De
Kooning’s Woman III, 1952-1953.   

4. $135 million, in 2006: Gustav Klimit’s
Adele Bloch-bauer I, 1907.

Number five on the list is a toss-up,
depending on how you rate a paintings value:
by what it sold for then or what that amount
would be in today’s dollars. Going with its
value at the time of sale, the next most expen-
sive painting would be Edvard Munch’s The
Scream (1895), which sold for $119.9 million
in 2012. If you prefer the value (approximate-
ly) in today’s dollars, you have three paintings
that would be ahead of The Scream, and two
would be higher on the list than number 5: 

About $148 million now ($82.5 million in
1990): Vincent van Gogh’s Portrait of Dr.
Gachet, 1890.

About $140 million ($78.1 million in
1990): Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s Bal du moulin

de la Galette (Dance at Le moulin de la Galette,) 1876.
About $130 million ($104 million in 2004):

Pablo Picasso’s Garçon (boy) a la pipe, 1905. 

The Card Players
Paul Cezanne (French, 1839-1906)
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